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BEYOND POVERTY :
THE NEGRO AND THE MULATTO
IN BRAZIL *

BY Frorestan FERNANDES

1. Introduction :

The most impressive aspect of the racial situation in Brazil appears under
the trenchant dental of the existence of any *‘ color ™ or “racial ” problem.
I":,E_ prejudice and discriminalion, as racial segregation, are seen as a sort
of sin and as dishonorable behavior. Thus, we have two different levels
of reality perception and of action connccted with “ color ”” and “race” :
first, overt, in which racial equality and racial democracy are supposed and
proclaimed ; second, covert, in which collateral functions perform through
below and beyond the social stratification. o

This overlay is not exclusive to race relations. It appears i other levels
of social life. In the case of race relations it emerges as a clear product
from the prevailing racial ideology and racial utopia, both built during sla-
very by the white-dominant stratum --- the rural and urban masters. Sla-
very was not in conflict with the Portuguese law and cultural tradition.
The Roman law offered to the crown ordinances the elements with which it
would he possible to classify the *“ Indians ”” or the “ Africans " as things, as
mnoveable property, and establish the social transmission of soeial posttion
through the mother (according to the principle partus sequitur ventrem), deny
to the slave any human condition (serous personam non habel, elc...) On

F—— . .

in 1 __.:m paper was first 1?2..\31&« in a condensed version, at Lthe seminars on Minorities

ﬂ Latin. America and the United States, (The College of the Finger Lakes, Corning, New
ork, Deecember 5, 1969).
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the other hand, slavery was practiced on a E:m:,‘mcm_h n :&.5:“ m.:m was
attempted in Acores, Madeira, Cabo Verde and Sao Tome, pioncering the
modern plantation system. But slavery was in conllict ,5:_. wﬁ__m_o: and
the mores created by the Catholie conceplion of the world., This conflict,
of a moral nature, did not give to the slave, in mezmwur a better condition
and more human treatiment, as Frank Tannchaum believed. Tt only brought
about a tendeney to disguise things, separating Lthe permussive from the real
being. . o .
Nevertheless, Brazil has a good intellectual tradition of penetrating,
realistic, and unmasking objective w:o,iam.mm of the racial situation. First
of all, the conscrvative pride hiad given risc to very clear &_m:.:ozc:m.?m
nsually happened with the masters and some dristocratic white ?_::._:wm
arrogantly self-aflivinative on matters of racial inequality and race diffe-
rences).  Second, some outslanding figures, leaders of the 1deals Cm national
emancipalion or of abolitionism, mm.,_omm Bonifacio de .>:Q§mm e 7_7,3. Luiz
Gama, Perdigao Malheiros, Joaquim Nabuco, >:Hc:5. wa:j: ete., tried to
point out the nature of the white hehavior and value-orientations, oo:,wmimm
with the Negroes and the Mulattos.  Third, the * negro movements " after
the First World War (especially in Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro during the
20°s, 30°s and 407s), as well as _._;l_ai.:m_ 72&.:. conferences on race rela-
tions, have contributed to a new realistic perceplion and explanation of the
complex Brazilian racial situation. . . .
The findings of modern sociological, ::—._:ovo?m_@m_v or ﬁm.«uoro_om_am_
invesligations (Samuel Lowrie ; Roger Bastide and Florestan Fernandes ;
L. A. Costa Pinto ; Oracy Megueira ; A. Guerreiro Ramos ; Octavio lanm,
Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Renato Jardim Moreira ; Thales de Azevedo ;
Charles Wagley, Marvin ITarris, Henry W, I:Hc_.::.mo.: and Ben .N_:::oaam..: ;
René Ribeiro ; Joao Baptista Borges Percira ; Virginia Leone Bicudo ; Aniela
Ginsherg ; Carolina Martuscelli WQ..MW.UQ:E Moreira .Fa:m ; ele.), have
confirmed and deepened the evidence discovered _J\.aml_cﬂ writers. In Z:M
present discussion, T will Timit mysclf to three special topics : the roots o
competitive social order in Brazil ; some objective evidences of racial ne-
quality and its sociological meaning ; tlie Brazilian pattern of racial preju-

dice and diserimination !,
2. The Roots of Competitive Social Order in Brazil :
As occurred in all modern countries in which slavery was connected with

colomal exploitation and the plantation system, the WEN_..__.m: society mm%mm
great difficultics in spreading and integrating the competitive soeial order.

1. CI. L'Esclavage au Brésil. Paris, Librairic de Guillaumin et Cle, 1881 ; Le Brésil
en 1884, Faro & Lino, Editeurs, Rio de Janciro, 1884.
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Literally speaking, this social order emerged with the rupture of the old
colonial system, hut its evolution was more an urban phenomenon, nntil
the last quarter of the nineteenth century.  Slavery and the relative impor-
tance of the freedmen as a source of an earning social calegory were a great
vbstacle to the differentation and universalization of the competitive social
order.  The reason is very well known. As Louis Couty pointed out, Lhe
devaluation and the degradation of work produced by slavery impeded or
ohstrueted the constitution of a wage-carning class in urban as in rural
arcas and the emergence of a small farmer sector. Because of this, until
the middle of the nineteenth century the market economy didn’t give rise
o a typical modern organisation, in a capitalistic sense, of work and of
ceonomic relations.  Only in a few cilies compelition performed some hasic
constructive functions and could integrate the roles or the positions of some
social agents (the landlords or planters, as suppliers of tropical products ;
the agents of export-import husiness : native and foreign merchants and
traders ; some bankers of financial agents ; the professionals, teachers and
bureauncrats ; the few manufacturers and factory workers : the technicians,
arisans and skilled workers, ete.).

With the interruption of the slave traflic and the emancipationist laws
this sector began to enlarge and to grow. In the last quarter of the nine-
teenth cenlury, the crisis of the slavery svstem — which attained a strue-
tural and irreversible trend at the decade of sixty — reached its climax.
Then the modernization of the urhan sector became a strong and autono-
mous soctal force, operating simultaneously through the economic and poli-
tieal levels.  This was an historical point of inflexion, in which the disin-
tegration of the master-slave social order and the integration of the compe-
titive social order appeared as concomitant social phenomena 2,

In this Targe conlext, Lhe situation of the egroes and the Mulattos was
aflected in three different direetions. Until this period, as slaves or as
freedmen, they have had a strong and untouchable position in the structore
of cconomy. As soon as the entire structure of the system of produetion
began to ehange, this position was menaced on two fronts. The internatio-
nal market supplied the country witli immigrants who came from Europe
and looked for the richer and developing areas, to work as wageearning
tlass, rural and urban, or as traders, merchants, shopkeepers or manuflac-
t On the other side, white traditional families started to move from

L As a large frame ol relercnce : T, Fensaxnes, A Integracdo do Negro na Sociedade

de Classes, Sao Paulo, Dominus Editora — Editéra da Universidade de Sio Paulo, 1965
Yol 1, cap. 15 R. Bastioe ¢ F. FErxaNDES, Brancos e Negros em Sdo Paulo, Sio Paulo,

’

C ipanhia Editéra Nacional, 28 edigao, 1959, caps. I-11; O. Tax~t, “ 0 Progresso Eco-
"ouwico ¢ o Trabalhador Livre ", in S, Buarqae de Tolanda, Historia Geral da Civiliza-
G40 Brasileira : O Brasil mondrquico, Vol. TIT, Sdo Paulo, 1964, Difusio Furopeia do Livro,
PP 297-319 5 C. Puavo Junior, Histéria Econdmica do Brasil. Sao Paulo, Editora Brasi-
licnse, 93 ed., 1949, cap. 19.
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. 3
the interior to lhe great ecitics, and the poor or mmvabmrbﬂ vmov_m mwwmm.mw
rowing wage-garning scctor. In the North and Northeast, .a__m relative
ﬂ.pomzo::qmmgm:mio: of plantation cconomy stimulaled two corre .ﬁ?ﬂwmﬂo-
o.mmmmm -— the sale of the surplus slave labor to the ocnam. %_mw:.m:w:mro do
Mu\m:_o Rio de Janeiro and Minas Gerais ; and the o_M:Mmor%m_So:Ao W.W_ ﬂomT
ons + log . ee labor (unskilled or
1 ; tto freedmen as agents of fr .
tions of the Negro or Mula . pabor (unskilled or
i ially 1 ban econocmny). In the rapidly
killed, especially in the growing urbar my).  In 1 :
mm: H.miow_m of coffee plantations (but in particular in Sao Paulo), »ME ﬁ%i
Mo%@wﬁc?wmmm:ﬁm or nationals, absorbed the best economic o%ﬁow :Eﬁ_.ow.
i I > erisis slavery and converting
i as celerating the erisis of slavery
ven in the rural areas, acce . . . v
Mw.m Negroes and Mulattos, predominantly, into a :_WM.W_E.M_ wﬂmﬂomﬂ_ MMT.MWM
lat; 1 1 he areas of the South,
d into a subprolctariat. In t . ich
D i bined witl all farmers or those in whie
i v as ¢ ined with small farme hy
the foreign colonization was comb gners ox whose 1 wiie!
i d, conlrolled by powerful iradit s
the cattle ranch predominated, A ful raditional familics,
: also out of competition for the n PP
he Negroes and the Mulattos were a . tion for t|
H:sm:om monopolized by the Europcans, or remained in disguised dependent
’ ke .. v
1argimal positions %, o o
Ow.—mr:ﬁm as m@m%:ﬁ.m_ conclusion : the victim of slavery was M_Luo :_Sr_.EMNMm
e : : i social revolutio
¢ system of production. The so ] ;
by the crisis of the slave sys ! ol revolution of
itive soci g started and finished as a white re
he competitive soeial order s i -
Wmﬁm:ma _om this, white supremacy was never menaced by mﬁbﬁfcamwﬂ:ﬂmu
N | i ; ized in other terms, in which com
the contrary, 1t was only rcorgam . . ‘ oo
had a terrible consequence — the exclusion, partially or totally uwo* .Mﬂwamo
;Mmm:: of slave labor and of the freedimen from the vital flux of ec
A ; 1 ; t.
rowth and social developmen o ‘ o the
g At the zero pomt of their mclusion in a smﬂ moo_w_ ﬁoamm?:ﬁ%ﬂmwawzo. |
‘ -eral choices, all spoliatory a
vegro and the Mulatto had several ¢ 2es, ) ‘ S
ﬁﬁmﬁ the return to the regions of their origins (or of Z_M:._ mmeE_wm&:MMvmsas.
"som N : hackwa
1 a of the North-cast or a stagnant an c e
18, Lo some rural area o t stag T O s
L i 1 io Paulo, Minas Gcrais or Rio
nity of the interior of wm.o wu.a: , , 0 cond,
ﬁc_wioz implied a submersion into a natural economy of m:vVHﬂrMWooo_m o
.1:, ermanence as a raral laborer, 1n gencral &E:.m:um from ~ e eI
»c Wﬁ:oé employer. This solution, as the ex-slave didn’t have the ins

P

o : ‘notypically and
3. In general, a racial mixed sector of population, in the Soulh trwzm_mw ‘he rural
e Bena The process occurred simultancously in the cities an

’

socially * white . ’

, 0
s g - market, the ¢
.:w_aﬁﬁf: reference Lo Lhe Northeast and the emergence ol mﬂ?nv _mU“._“ “_rc ?mm%bmb
siderations are based on an unpublished study of Barbara Trosco, ¢

Bahia.

n
i

S ace S b .alarina -
With relerence to Sdao Paulo. Rio grande do ,J.c_, vﬁum_mcm_ ¢ Tw:?m‘ ﬁm“mmz>2cm
R. Bastipg, ¢ F. FErNaxpus, Brancos e Negros ent M:.e _w amcu ,n“a.cm .m>z.n.0w9 Capit
a Integracdo do Negro na Sociedade de Classes, VNca. a;_.u,.w - _.m,””oo R O o, 1962
lismo e Escravidas no Brasil Meridional. ,T.mo Paulo, i cﬂE g v,. e,
aw.- 1, As Metamorfoses dv Esclavo, Sao %u.:_P _u_.rwm;c ._.i.:.o@S.m o ilvira,
. H>ZZ ' Racar e Classes no Brasil, Rio d¢ Janeiro, Em_:,og m;S_mNm.wmo, - o
Mv m%“_ﬂmmc.u Canposo e O. lannt, Cér e Mobilidade Social em Florianopolis, *
Companhia Editora Nacional.
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to compete with then in terms of low wm%::&;m

pacity to use dowmestic cooperation, the result
social mobility as a wmechanism of accumulalion of capital and of competi-
tion. Third, the concenlration in a big city, like Sao Paulo, and the con-
glomeration in the shims. This solution implied permanent or temporary
nnemployment for the man, parasitism and over-burdening for the woman
and general anomie lor all.  Life in the city rarcly was equivalent of sharing
the opportunities of the eity.  Three succeeding gencrations have known
what social disorganization could mean as a style of life.  Fourth, the flight
to little cities, in which the semt-skilled, skilled or artisan could protect
himself from the competilion with the whites, forcigners or nationals, and
slart a new life. This solutlion implied a voluntary acceptance of disadvan-
tageous positions with no hopes in regard to the future. It had the same
meaning that the absorption of freedmen, in the North-cast, acquired during
the period of disintegration of slavery. The destiny of the agents, then,
was a function of the stagnation or progress of the selected community, a
nlter of blind chance.

I'rom this perspective, it 1s clear that the problems of the Braziljan Negroes
or Mulattos is, above all, a problem created by Lhe Incapacity of the natio-
nal soctety to develop rapidly a growing capitalistic economy, able to absorh
the ex-slaves and the freedmen in the labor market. Because of this, they
were expelled to the periphery of the competitive social order or Lo semi-
colonial and colonial structures inherited from the past. These semi-colo-
nial or colonial structures performed important functjons in the mainte-
nance of the rural economy, especially where the plantations, cattle ranches
or the villages were (or arc) dependent on semi-capitalistic forms of work 6.

One could argue that, in this aspect, the ex-slaves and the freedmen under-
went the destiny common to all * poor people ™ in Brazil. The destitution
ol the slaves and the elimination of the freedmen by the effects of compe-
tition with the free FEuropean immigrants would explain sociologically that
Process.  Nevertheless, as Caio Prado Jr. has pointed out 7, slavery didn’t
Prepare its human agent to become a free worker, even as unskilled or semi-
skilled laborers. Belind . the social structure of the master-slave social
order, the “slave ” and the * Negro” were two parallel clements. When
the “slave ”” was eliminated hy social change, the * Negro ” became a racial
Tesiduum.  He lost the social condition which he acquired under slavery
and was expelled, as Negro ”, downward to the hottom of the “ poor
People, ”* at the exact moment in which some of its sectors were sharing the

and the cultural traditions of the Immigrants, and had, on the other hand,

» implied a permanent inca-
ant Lechniques of thrift and

5 0n the low wages of the rural [ree labor, see F. ViorTipa pa Costa, Da Senzala 4
Oi.::.? Sao Paulo, Dilusio Europceia do Livro, 1966.

6. Nee bibliography in note 4.
:q. C. Prano Junior, Formacdo do Bras
Map

) i Contempordneo Colénia. Sao Paulo, Livraria
lins Editora, 1942, pp. 341-342.
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k and the constitution of a wage-earning

opportunities opened by free wor
mized Dy his position and by his racial

egro was vict

class. Thus, the T
condition. He started, by his own means, the process by which he could
» 1o a new social being ®.  Bul, when he

be melamorphosed from “ Negro

was lrying to impose upon himself and upon the indifferenl whites the
“ Second Abolition ”’, the allempt was refused and condemned, as a mani-
fostation of “racism % In other words, he was denied a self-affirmation,
as “ Negro 7 in spite of his social marginality as such.

3. Evidence of Racial Inequality and its Sociological Meaning :
t, the changes in soclal structure

If the description given above is correc
abolition of slavery until

that have occurred in Brazilian society from the
now, have had no profound effects (or very slight cffects) on the
racial concentration of wealtly, social prestige and power. The lack of

do no permit a complete verification of this conclusion.

objective indicators
;fm_mmﬁcc:m:mﬁ: 1960) has excluded the racial aspects of the Brazilian

population. .vertheless, the census of 1950 offered some uscful informa-
tion.

As is well known, the percentage of the different racial stocks (or color
hvsiographic region of the country (cf. Table ).
ol concentration of each racial stock (or color
“apies with clear intensity (cf. Table II).
occupational position and level
reveal a basic
We have selec-

calegories) varies in cach p
In consequence, the degree
ategory )in the different reglons

Nevertheless, the two basie indicators —
oling — which we could use through the census data,
pportunities by the whites.
d the completed oducational levels in some
representative states and in the country as the best indicator accessible
They involve roles, values and cultural traditions expressive 1n terms o.m.
evaluations of prestige, control of power and upward social mob1

of scho
trend of monopoly of the best o
led the position of employer an

white
litv. .
"'he Dbasic sociological evidence of the data is nol negalive, considering
ended only sixly-two years ago (with relerence to the cen+
man problems of the “ poor peos
the lack of.

that slavery was
sus of 1950}, the Lotal neghgence of the hu
d of the destitute population of slave origin,

ple ” in general an
value orientations and of experience with the economic, social and cultural
e social order predominant among

requisites of the developing competitiv v
os, the mdifference or disguised opposition of whites ¥

negroes and mnlatt
conomic or educational 0352::.:.3 with bot

a democralic sharing of ¢

2. Cf. 0. Taxnrg, s Metamorfoses do Esclavo, op. cit. 7 . FERNANDES, A Integragdo
Negro na Sociedade de Classes, op. ¢t vol. 1, cap. T e vol. I1, cap. 5. . 53
g. ¢f. R, Bastinw ¢ I FerxaxnEs, Brancos e Negros em Sdo DPaulo, op. cils cap-

F. FEnrsaxprs, <A Integragdo do Negro na Sociedade de Classes, op. cil., vob. 11, cap-

THE NEGRO AND THE MULATTO 1IN BRAZIL W_M.M

”A_,,__._vwiﬁ.m”* wﬂmNL__;: w:ﬁ%mio:u ete., the census data shows an mprovement
) s situation by the effort of these col \ o
) se color groups to take the possibl
! ! he e o . > possible advan-
,::_1 hm ?Mam%_:_u:; progress. Most of the issues, :3,:3:«‘@;2, oc:bcq_%_

e gradual acquisition of new value on 1 i cult i
vith . : ortentalions and cultural tradi
! , : ‘ radi-
Mv._:.ﬂfoﬂé _B?MS:.S o*_:mm_.omm and mulattos as economic agents (as _n_;v&o_
as predominantly small entre is v and use
. . § preneurs), and the discover
Lo Y, sma ~and » and use
of ._‘A.*_.._ﬁo;:ow_%_ opportunities as a ladder to social integration ﬁ:.M u 5<.¢um
:“:*._ ‘_»u.ﬁ he tnportance of these aspects 1s greater than could be Ewi.a;m
w __:J ,_m ance, because Om.aro cumulative effects of the economic, s . ~_N@A
:_/.:; w:.oommm involved in the future of new generations ‘ e e
R A—/< % 4 il LN aQ k ) )
i :/,Cmr_a_m/mmv the vﬁmmﬂcvv lias been too moderate and deceptive. 1
alitv, the Negroes and the Mulattos were j i t oI the
: . : attos were projected into Lhe strata ol
poorest people, which doesn’t share (or s i A,
. v : or shares very little) the 1
st pe ! ) the Lrends 2C0-
M__:::/m developuent and sociocultural change. Even in ﬁwip regions 5@“ %.ccw
H 0 y \ P . . . ' . ! ’ 3 ’ ¢
M:A ::mmﬁcomﬁg:m the Mulattos constitule the majority of the Wo?;xio::r_
N D c 71 . . ~ . . ‘ Mﬂ
e mzﬂﬁm,m;wfﬁc and in the Fast (in which they constitute oo:.cm:m?‘m
o7 op M : 7. l\mvwawmtocw:i? of the region ; and in which ﬁm.vv\. mu,._m more
‘enlrated — 72.8 in the N 95 i ; or
A ortheast and 95.5 9 I
pucentrated . st and 95.5 % i the East, by col
m:; ~:N w___aamw _M_c;“m w: QMH.E :Jm_.{ poor participation in the position of m_:w_o%mww
> best educational opportumties. In t 5 \
and : At : 5. In terms of the stales select
! [:,WMWMW ﬁm:a :E@:mraw mm_mrwm Lo Lhe employers’ positions gives to s,rmmm_m,
; upremnacy (they sharc these yositions 1 1 . |
n ok acy y e 10ns m a proportion of 3, 4
" ‘:_A.Um_: _aﬁoh. 8 .:_:mv%o one of the Negroes.) The same Mco:i 1 E;“i_.uow
» Mulattos, instead of their being in a better si ati , caroes
p the Mulat ing 1 hetler situation than the Negroes
Mi:..,r wm%_w_ MTM:.M Nro o:_m_owa:.mv positions, on Lhe average, in a vgwows%h
ates between 2, 3 or 4 times m the : ‘
phich oseiflates | n 2,30 s more than the Mulallos, excepti
ase ¢ Janerro}. The same trend in ring
e qase of o o ¢ 'nds are reproduced in the sharing
at pportunities, espeeially at the levels of X
o nal opportunt by « > levels of Lhe secondary s
and __ﬁwv ::%Mﬁm:_au. in some states, in a shoeking maunner. (See chv_wmo%m
. e comparison of the data furnished ]  tables wi
Ly e comg > dat nished by these tables with that
i s that Lthe exclusion of the N ;
e e ¥ . lus ) e Negroes and the Mulattos f
st economiic and educational opportuniti  woneral
. . : h unities follows the s: :
patlern, in the eight sele o s e general
. ; selected states. The domi
Eellern, ht . > predomunance of Mulattos, con-
; n::_wn%mwoﬂﬂwh 7om€mm.msm Mulattos, considered together, makes 3”“”\
slig renee even in the “m v 1 « .
oy difere more ““ mixed ”’ and wmore racially  demo-
The ani i i i
moo:._w&:mzw__:m of this data 1s evident. The racial structure of Brazilian
e ,,4.__w#~_n,~_ _,_mcﬁc favors the monopoly of wealth, prestige and Ucﬁ:.w. b
) A\wy . - v . . . ’ ’
e, 1€ .2?%3 supremacy 1s a 2%:?.«« in the present, almost in :,.M
v it was in the past. The orgamization of sociely 1 8 ‘
and the Mulatto to poverty, unem ﬁw e oot e
the  Negrors b Y, mployment or underemployment, and to
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4. The Brazilian Pattern of Racial Prejudice and Discrimination :

Only now are Brazilian social .momm:imﬁm Lrying to m_mwo%/,dw H.rm MS_ mﬁxﬂw.
nation of this deplorable m.::miod. . As Costa .W::‘o ﬂwu poin m @om.ovoﬁ M
basic explicative factor 1s :.LEH.@:H in Lhe persistence cr mﬁTBm e ﬂ:m %5
attitudes and racial orientations of the Sr_wmm, to treat mﬂro mmam.wm a o
Mulattos as subalterns (then to subalternize them). mmm ma.w%_ es MJ@
racial orientations arc predominant amorng the upper an ﬁr:: mm_ Hmw%
classes ; but they appear also in the lower classes and ¢ven 1n the rur ,
g qally 1 » South. ) . .

%ﬂ“mﬁﬂh% W_H_Mmzmm:m, these attitndes m:ﬂ H_m.c_m_ orientations wu@ ﬂwoﬂ:m”m
' a negative contribution of ymnmigrants and o e

M 2

X3 N

of “ external influence ™', tive. . .
modern mass media of comnunication. They were and are considered an

““ imported cancer 10 to be extirpated rw\ _mi.m:m ?E:m_mwﬁ,;.w%_. wo%@mmu
the various rescarches made by Oraey Nogueira ; Roger mu: e an OE..&Omo
nandes ; L. A. Costa Pinto; Octavio lanni, ﬁmu:m:mo. b QMEQMN Lar m:m
and Renato Jardim Moreira have shown that the describe m ti H_wﬂmNEmb
racial orientations are an inherited cultural pattern, widespread in

i : slavery was i the past.
society as much as slavery was m . . . .
Thus, at the core of the Brazihan racial problem is the persistence Mﬁ ﬂﬂ
: of race relations, buill to regulate the contact and the

mmﬁzgﬁioa @miﬁ;: :: : : : >mrm-
¢ nall slav dinan .
social ordination between ‘“ master 7, slave ”” and ¢ freedur p

ned in the South of the United States, this type of a <::Wo:%w_ wmommﬂmwﬂ
on ins 1 izatl 1al behavior L le ma

1 olves a sort of rituahzation of racia havi

o i s or freedman’s subordination are part of the

)
domination and the slave’s ! he
same ritual, by which cmotions and feclings could be put under control a

masked. In Brazil, this type of ritualization had the same functions, rein”

] : hms-
forced by Catholic pressure to prescrve, i some apparent sense, the C

tian way of life of masters, slaves and freedmen. | ttern of race rela-
Racial prejudice was inherent m the asymmetriea ﬁ_m M_;,wm-:;mmﬁmw >
tions, because it was a necessary element 1m _.Sw:ﬂm:—, HM ﬂ 0 cmasee w:m
frecdman-white relations in the natural infertority = 0 m_r— \wmmcm\w o
in the efficient performance of m_x,“mw%.ujm m.:r._cmwmfwsw 0 r#:w w‘::w e
freedinen. At the same time, the discrimination was :M ‘Ewmz g mﬂ R g,
master social order, in which the proper :5::2..9ﬁ be _%(Wcﬁ . _mm o,
the language, the occupations, orrmmﬁ‘_w:m and rights cm Mrm, mfﬂM s
frecdman were igidly prescribed 2. I'he persistence of the 2

10. Sce cspecially R. Bastipe e T. F .
.y T . ) . in
A:.“_c_m.;ﬁ.%_.. zw Wilbur DovyLr, The Etiquelte of Race I.&Q:s:m wz the ,ncﬁ:r %mwfﬁ_wmw“_:%
ﬁoﬁm_ m‘r:_‘.ac_ Chicago, TMinois, The University of Chicago Press, 1937 (and esp
the preface of Robert E. Park, pp- MTM%Z.V. A

12. Cf. especially R. Bastinr ¢ . FErRNANDLUS,
cit., cap. 2.

] ¥it lo, OP:
rananprs, DBrancos e Negros em Sao Paulo, oP

» op-
Brancos e Negros em Sao Paulo, 0P
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after the disintegration of slavery is explained by the fact that the class
svstem had not destroyed all structures of the ancien regime, especially the
structures of race relations 13,

It 1s necessary, nevertheless, Lo lake mto account Lhat this result is not
oulyv part of a process of cultural lag. Under dependent capitalism, the class
svstem is unable to perform all the destructive or construclive functions it
has had in the developed capitalistic countries 4. Two processes run toge-
ther — Lhe modernization of the archaic, and the archaization of the modern,
as a normal factor of structural integration and of evolution of the society.
In reality, as soon as the Negro and the Mulatto were put predominantly
outside of eeonomie, social and political reconstruetion, they became a mar-
ginal partner.

The crisis of the asyinmetrical pattern of race relation started even hefore
the Abolition.  However, as the Negro and the Mulatto had lost their impor-
tance as historical social agent, they suffered the static effect of their new
ial position. Only now, thanks to internal migrations, the econoinic
progress produced by national integration of socicly, and the weak upward
social mobility, they acquired conditions to cope with white supremacy,
predominantly in a disguised and accomodative way.

In spite of some active resistance of Whites, not to these phenomena, hut
to some outstanding upward-mobile Negro and Mulatto personalities, this
long pertod of starvation contributed to maintain the ritualistic freezing
of racial relations. The Negro and the Mulatto, as individuals, but espe-
ciallv as a color minority, are not free to use aggressive competition against
Whites, and to explore social conflicl to fight against racial inequality. In
this context, it 1s very clear that the price of race tolerance and race acco-
modation 1s paid for by the Negro and the Mulatto.

l‘or Lhese reasons, color 1s not an 1mportant element in racial perception
and racial consciousness ol the world by the White. Ile has never heen
menaced, up until now, by the disintegration of slavery and by competition
or conflict with Negroes and Mufattos. The White oulv perceives and is
conscions of the Negro or of the Mulatto when he faces a concrete, unexpee-
ted situation ', or when his attention is directed to questions related to the
“ealor problem.” .

For the same reasons, the ©“ Brazilian racial dilemma " is also complicated.
Not so much because the Whites, Negroes and Malattos play the expected
roles of disguising or denying the ““ color prejudice ” and “ color discrimi-

See especially . Ferxaxnrs, 4 Inlegracio do Negro na Sociedade de Classes, op.
vol. 11, eap. 6.

. CL especially . Freuxaxois, Sociedade de Classes e Subdesenvoleimento, Rio de
iro, Zahar Editores, 1968, cap. 1.

Because ol (his, some techniques, applied by North American psychologists, soctal
rgists, anthropologists or sociologists in the personal study of perception of race,
differences or race identifications are ineflicicnt in the study of the Brazilian situa-




130 SOCIETE DES AMERICANISTES

y open Lo the change of the racial situation

_. I m w 1 @ 1 7 mu.owm m:g i
;m :_m 0 7Y _ ver ] v, € :Q 1rre :—».:. ﬁﬂCmHu \HJH.\ 0 > ) ,
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i i ; . normal and indircct @_HmOﬂm. of the
N o ao:mﬁ_ocm_% M._M_Mmowwwwu_wwmawwﬂm_..zﬂio: do that, <<._$.55 305_. ten-
funetions of €0 01 Do Because they restrict the economic, @mﬁ.c.wi.oh.m_‘
_:,:w@m of the Negro and the Mulatto, Sm_:emﬂzﬂm
» or at the margin and on the ﬁoiwrﬁ.%mo Hrm
color prejudice and discriminalion mpedes the

e of a racial democracy n Brazil.

. i : .
nation ’, but because the only we

maintain the

sions and social unrest.
social and ﬁo:.:nm_ opportt
them “ out of the system
competitive social order,

existence and the emergenc

5. Conclusions :

i 1 s orl ’ ¢ hasic assumptions. .Ooﬁ.mu.
e mﬁ_oa:_.. ;_mcq:mm_oyd sﬁ\u‘h“wﬁm:“mﬂhws mwmbta Brazilian wmﬁ.& situation
ored moo_&cm_nmﬁw, o m:,&q One. which is specifically social. 1t 18
e et m_mﬁﬂoﬂ_w% _M_:u.%wmww_w”f *mnom by ::@2.&9236& cww?m__wzo mn_w
Ot e f riw:_f_ﬁiomf of creating a competitive social order a o
class ,f,:o_i__nm M.mowﬁ: woCFOam ou* population, even vm?_m’:.f in the wﬁoﬁﬁmw ;
C EJHMMCT___ mi\ﬁw of the system of production. The other, <M=Mos$”.
tional and s pr “ color problem’, a complex heritage of the past, .
Y ::EEW W%w _:WN the trends assumed by ::xH:.m_;% .::mca mmmmnﬁmﬁw,
::c.:m__u.ﬂ g_ﬁhm \mwonm.?\mm through the conjoint wa;mmnma_oz o,*” preju
..5?#:%!~NL& diseriminatory bebavior on the basis of oﬂ.ca.; o duce
;:@: e lements work together, m such a manner thatl ¢_< P e
] rmmc.ﬁiz% m_? \m{,:::_._ouzzﬁ adverse to the change wm the racia m.:m e
oty a.owarmm;.?c:_ the past. The social order is changing E,_A.uo: of
o mcﬁo_ﬁ%wﬁ_ﬁﬂwﬁﬂ of race relations. Nevertheless, the relative positl
_,._.“_.‘wagm_.%wvm\?:; to be stable or to change very slightly.
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Mowever, the static effects are clearly stronger when we consider the
Negroes and the Mulattos.  Instead of the rclative advantages of the Mulat-
tos with regard to the Negroes, they also sharc the econoniie, social, and
political inequities of Brazilian society in a very hard way (if we compare
the percentages on color composition and concentration of population with
the distribution of employers’ positions and the hest educational opportu-

mities).  Some could argue thal ““ passing > — so easily, especially in the
regions 11 which the Mulattos constitute the majority or a large part of the
population — would explain these adverse figures. DBut in reality, this

argument has no sociological meaning. ILach ecolor group, sociologically
understood, embraces people who consider themselves and who are accepted
under a given color category. On the other side, our research with Bastide
has shown that the overlapping or crossing, in terms of color lines, 1s more
complicated than had been presumed. As some “light ” Mulattos try to
“pass for white ) others refusc to do that and even prefer to classify them-
selves as ““ Negroes. 7 This was a surprising result. Indecd, what counts,
suggests a dramatic situation which cannot he dented or lndden.

The economic, social and cultural condition of the Negroes is the miost
terrible aspect of the entire picture, given by the census data. At the 1950
census, the Negroes comprised almost 14 million (11 9%, of the total popula-
tion), but they shared less than 20,000 opportunities as employvers (0.9 %),
predominantly at modest levels, and only 6,794 (0.6 9;) and 448 (0.2 9%,) had
completed, respectively, eourses in secondary schools and universities. A
situation like that invelves more than social inequalily and insidious poverty.
It presupposes that the individuals affected are not included, as a racial

stock, i the existing social order, as if they were not human beings or nor-
mal eitizens.
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